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SUMMARY:

The International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI), a global partnership on coral reef conservation and management that includes
more than 40 governments (including most major coral reef countries) and over 40 civil society organizations, has ratified its
official recommendation on the CBD post-2020 global biodiversity framework. This final recommendation is the culmination of
more than a year of work by the ICRI Members, and reflects substantial contributions from WCS scientists and policy experts
from across the organization. This recommendation now reflects a consensus among major coral reef stakeholders, including
those governments responsible for negotiating global targets, and calls on its Members to ensure that these recommendations on
improved global goals for coral reefs are adopted at CBD CoP15.
BACKGROUND:

Parties to Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which are all UN Member States except for the US and the Holy See, are
currently negotiating the “post-2020 global biodiversity framework. This post-2020 framework will replace the current CBD
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and its Aichi Targets, which expire in 2020 but have served as key global goals for conservation
and defined government action and funding for the last ten years. ICRI, as the leading international partnership on coral reefs,
decided to provide collective advice to the wider CBD negotiations on how to include and prioritize coral reef ecosystems. Inputs
from ICRI represent the consensus of the coral reef community and binding decisions of ICRI should commit its government
Members to negotiating for inclusion of its recommendations.

“[We] strongly request CBD Parties to
prioritize coral reefs by including clear,
specific and measurable indicators
that will inform interventions aimed
at improving ecosystem resilience,
integrity, quality and function”.

HOW WAS WCS INVOLVED IN THIS
RECOMMENDATION?

WCS joined the “ICRI ad hoc Committee
on a post-2020 coral reef-relevant target”
(hereafter ICRI AHC) shortly after its creation
at ICRI’s annual General Meeting in 2018. As
an active member, WCS policy and coral reef
experts are engaged in regular discussions and
meetings of the ICRI AHC, and helped lead
discussions on the post-2020 framework during
- ICRI
the 34th ICRI General Meeting in December
2019. We have worked to ensure that ICRI’s
official recommendation supports the idea of
maintaining and restoring the integrity and
function of all coral reef ecosystems (not just those within existing or future protected areas, although ambitious area-based
measures will be important). We have also pushed for stronger indicators that can better measure the integrity and function of
coral reef ecosystems and the benefits provided for coastal communities.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ICRI RECOMMENDATION:

Although the recommendation is a consensus document and reflects other partner inputs, there are several key places where
ICRI’s position was informed by WCS science and policy expertise:
• The operative paragraphs call on all ICRI members to achieve the following critical outcomes; “explicit and prominent
recognition of coral reef ecosystems within the text of the Global Biodiversity Framework, as unique, critically threatened
ecosystems”; the “retention of language concerning the integrity and resilience of ecosystems within the text of the relevant
goals and targets, to ensure the continued provision of coral reef ecosystem services”; and the “explicit inclusion of relevant
coral reef indicators within any monitoring framework.”
• The Annex to the recommendation -- which provides comments in response to the CBD post-2020 framework’s “zero”
(first) draft, but will largely still be applicable
to future drafts -- highlights the importance of
conservation at an ecosystem or seascape scale:
“The key to the conservation of coral reefs on a
“It is our intention that the Framework
global scale is to focus on ecosystem integrity,
goals, targets and indicators make it
which... goes beyond, area-based and speciesfocused actions.”
clear how actions to address coral reef
• ICRI recommends that Parties adopt the
decline contribute to the CBD’s vision
following key indicators that WCS advocated
for: “Live coral cover,” “Fleshy algae cover
- that society is living in harmony with
and cover of key benthic groups,” and “Fish
nature by 2050.”
abundance and biomass.” Furthermore,
“Structural complexity of coral reefs” and “Hard
- H.E. Edhy Prabowo, Minister of Marine Affairs and
coral genera richness” are listed at different
Fisheries, Republic of Indonesia
points as indicators to be added in over the
2020-2030 period. WCS coral reef monitoring
work, including those programs and projects
being led as part of the Vibrant Oceans Initiative,
can support national reporting against these indicators over the coming decade to better measure our progress in conserving
coral reef ecosystems.
• The press release that accompanies the recommendation mentions that “ICRI strongly requests CBD Parties to prioritize
coral reefs by including clear, specific and measurable indicators that will inform interventions aimed at improving

ecosystem resilience, integrity, quality and function” and includes supportive quotes from H.E. Edhy Prabowo, Minister of
Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Republic of Indonesia; Ilka Wagner, Head of the Marine Nature Conservation Division of the
German Federal Environment Ministry; and Umiich Sengebau, Minister of Nature Resources, Environment and Tourism for
Palau.
WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?

It is now up to the ICRI Members to leverage this recommendation and advocate for it to be adopted as part of the CBD’s
post-2020 framework. This is particularly relevant for ICRI’s government members, who will need to coordinate internally as
national positions are drafted and then communicated through CBD focal points. WCS will continue to engage at the local and
international levels to support this government coordination and build momentum for the adoption of the recommendation.
Key milestones for this process over the next 12 months include:
• SBSTTA-24/SBI-3 (August 2020): Governments will negotiate specific elements of goals and targets - including
area-based percentages, concepts like “no net loss or net gain,” etc. - and the necessary indicators and baselines to measure
progress at SBSTTA-24. SBI-3 will be about funding and implementation.
• UN Summit on Biodiversity (September 2020): This was intended to be a Heads of State summit to build momentum
for CBD. It is likely to take place virtually. WCS may host an event at CPZ, pending COVID recovery.
• OWEG-3 (TBD, late 2020): Governments will finalize the draft framework in an official negotiation following the
inputs from SBSTTA-24 and SBI-3. This final draft will be presented to the Chinese Presidency of CoP15.
• IUCN World Conservation Congress (January 2021): There will be several resolutions addressing the post-2020
framework which will call on IUCN Members (government and NGO) to take certain positions during the CBD
negotiations. It will also direct IUCN to advocate for certain things. There is a specific motion on coral reefs and the post2020 framework which was led and co-sponsored by WCS.
• CBD CoP15 (TBD, 2021): The framework will be negotiated and adopted, as will guidance to the GEF for its 8th
replenishment.

WCS stands for wildlife. Thank you for standing with us.
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