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Animal Planet’s The ZOO

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE GUIDE
We created this guide to support student learning utilizing Animal Planet’s The ZOO, a
television show focusing on animal care, conservation, and education at The Bronx Zoo. In the
following pages, we highlight a storyline from the show and provide you with tools and tips for
learner engagement and understanding. The Bronx Zoo Education department created this
resource in collaboration with our Teacher Advisory Council, a group of certified teachers and
educators that supports education programming at The Bronx Zoo. Below, you will find an
outline and tips on how to use each section of this guide.

Summary
This section includes the season and episode number, a summary of the episode’s storyline,
and timestamps to help you navigate to the applicable portions of the episode. Please note that
the timestamps may not match exactly, depending on the browser and website that you are
using to watch the episode.

Background Information
This section provides more information and context for the highlighted storyline. This information
may include natural history, animal biology, conservation background, and more. This
information will help both you and your learner get a more complete picture of the topic covered
in the episode.

Vocabulary
This section defines words introduced in the episode that may be new to the learner or have a
different meaning in the context of The ZOO or conservation in general.

Connection to Standards
In this section, you will find a list of the specific standards that this resource meets if completed
in full. Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and New York State Standards Common
Core (NYSS CC) are both included.

Episode Discussion Topics
This section was developed to encourage discussion and further understanding of the concepts
introduced in the show. These questions are intended to facilitate a meaningful conversation
about topics introduced in each segment of the storyline. Feel free to use as many of them as
you wish to further understanding based on the needs of your learners.

Activities
This section details activities that align with the content of the individual storyline. There is an
introductory activity to do before watching, a follow up activity to do after, and extension
activities to help connect these lessons to other subjects.

Additional Resources and Literature
This section contains resources related to the topic of the episode as well as recommended
reading for continued learning.
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SEASON: 2 EPISODE: 3
EPISODE TIMESTAMPS:
Segment 1: 8:30 - 11:30

Segment 2: 16:00 - 18:30
Segment 3: 30:00 - 32:00
Segment 4: 37:40 - 39:10
* Time stamps may vary based on
viewer’s platform
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SUMMARY
The Bronx Zoo houses four
brown bears that were
orphaned from the wild.
These bears have a large,
naturalistic exhibit that allows
them to forage and explore.
However due to their curious
nature, at times these
behaviors can be destructive
to the exhibit. Keepers come
up with creative solutions to
discourage the bears from
digging too much.

Animal Planet’s The ZOO

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
What is the difference between grizzly bears and brown bears?
Brown bears are found in North America, Europe, and Asia. Grizzly bears are a
subspecies of brown bear and are only found in North America.

What is a habituated bear? Why are habituated bears considered
dangerous?
Habituated bears are bears that are so used to the presence of humans that they no
longer fear them and they frequently visit human neighborhoods in search of food. This
increased proximity can lead to dangerous encounters between bears and humans.
Bears can also be very destructive to property.

What is enrichment?
Zoos provide enrichment to the animals in their care to provide mental and sensory
stimulation, and to encourage natural behaviors such as foraging, exploring or playing.
Enrichment can take a number of forms, depending on the species of animal, and can
vary from feeder puzzles to climbing structures to opportunities to burrow or hide, and
much more.

What are the characteristics of mammals?
Mammals are warm-blooded vertebrates that, with the exception of the echidna and
duck-billed platypus, give birth to live young, feed their young milk from mammary
glands, and have fur or hair.
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VOCABULARY


Behavior - The way a person or animal acts



Habitat - The natural environment of an animal or plant



Habituate - To become used to something



Husbandry - The care and/or breeding of animals



Forage - To search widely for food

 Reinforcement - Encouraging or strengthening a skill or behavior


Resource conservation - To minimize the wasteful use of resources



Wildlife conservation - The practice of protecting animal and other species
and their habitats
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CONNECTIONS TO STANDARDS
New York State Standards – Common Core (NYSS CC)
Scientific Inquiry
S1.1b - Articulate appropriate questions based on observations
The Living Environment
3.1c - In order to survive in their environment, plants and animals must be adapted to that
environment.
5.2f - Some animal behaviors are influenced by environmental conditions. These behaviors may
include: nest building, hibernating, hunting, migrating, and communicating.

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)
Grade 3
3-LS4-3: Construct an argument w/evidence that in a particular habitat some organisms can
survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all.
3W1a: Introduce a claim, supported by details, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
Grade 4

4W6: Conduct research to answer questions, including self-generated questions, and to build
knowledge through investigating multiple aspects of a topic.
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EPISODE DISCUSSION TOPICS
Segment 1 (8:30 – 11:30): Introducing the Brown Bear Exhibit


When a bear is habituated to humans, what are some of the possible
consequences for both the people and the bear?



Why did the brown bears come to the Bronx Zoo? How has that helped them?



How is the exhibit designed to meet the needs of the bears?



Why do the zookeepers want to stop the bears from digging in the exhibit?

Segment 2 (16:00 – 18:30): Bears Love Peanut Butter


Why do bears dig in the wild?



What’s one solution the keepers tried to keep the bears from digging?



Name an example of enrichment for the bears.

Segment 3 (30:00 – 32:00): A Bear Manicure


What did the bears do that surprised the keeper?



Why can’t the bears go back out into the exhibit?



How do zookeepers trim a bear’s nails? Why is it important to do this?

Segment 4 (37:40 – 39:10): Back Home


What are some enrichment items the bears have in their holding pen?



How did the bears behave in the newly renovated exhibit?



How do you think the renovated exhibit will affect the bears?
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ACTIVITIES
Introductory Activity
Live Cam Observation
Objective:
Students will share what they know about bears and observe how bears behave
in the wild.
Summary of Lesson:
Student will read about brown bears and make observations about brown bear
behavior by watching a live stream video of brown bears in their natural habitat.
Steps:
1. Students will receive or can create a KWL chart (see Appendix). Give them time
to fill out the first two sections of the chart with information they already know
about brown bears and information they want to know about brown bears.
2. Read an article that discuss the habitat, behavior, diet and characteristics of
brown bears (see Additional Resources for recommended articles). You can
have students read the article individually, in groups, or as a class.
3. Explain that sometimes scientists set up cameras in the wild to observe animals
that might be difficult or dangerous to observe up close. A camera allows the
scientists to see how animals behave when humans are not present.
4. Open up the Katmai National Park Bear Live Cam. Sometimes this video shows
a live action stream of what is happening at the site and other times it shows
highlights from past recordings.
5. As students watch the live stream, tell them to make observations about the
bears’ behaviors. What do they see the bears doing? Are they eating, sleeping,
playing, or something else? Are the bears interacting with other bears or keeping
to themselves? How are they interacting with their environment? What are the
features of the surrounding environment? What other animals or plants do they
see? Have students share out their observations.
6. Give students some time to fill out the last section of their KWL chart with what
they have learned about bears after doing this activity.
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Follow Up Activity
Scientific Debate
Objective:
Students will take a stance and defend their opinions using evidence from
various sources.
Summary of Lesson:
Students will evaluate a statement about the impact of zoos, chose a stance and
develop an argument to defend their position.
Steps:
1. Present students with the following statement and ask them to decide if they
agree or disagree with the statement: Zoos help injured or orphaned wild animals
when they take them from the wild.
2. Give students time to think about and choose a position. Students should use
information from “The ZOO” clips, the Katmai Bear Cam, and the article about
brown bears to support their opinion. Students can make a list of the positive and
negative aspects of both life in a zoo and life in the wild to help inform their
choice. Additional insight on what happens to injured or orphaned animals that
are brought to zoos can be seen in “The ZOO” Season 4, Episode 1.
3. Give students some time to write down their arguments. Students may also work
in pairs or small groups with others who have the same position.
4. Allow students from each position to share their arguments and the evidence
they have to support their opinions.
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Extension and Subject Specific Activities
Language Arts: Ask students to imagine that they are zookeepers and have
discovered a problem in an exhibit. They should decide what the problem is and come
up with a potential solution to the problem. Then the students can write a persuasive
letter to the manager to present the problem and convince the manager that their
solution is the best way to fix the problem. A planning guide for students can be found in
the Appendix.

Creative Writing: Ask the students to imagine they are the brown bears from “The
ZOO” episode and then have them write a story or poem about their life from the
perspective of the bears.
Visit the Bronx Zoo: Visit the Bronx Zoo with your students and supplement your visit
with the Endangered Wildlife program. Visit the brown bear exhibit to make
observations and compare their behavior to the behavior of the bears seen on the live
cam. Learn more about Bronx Zoo Education programs at
http://www.bronxzoo.com/learn.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND LITERATURE
Literature on Brown Bears
San Diego Zoo Animals & Plants: Brown Bears - This article from the San Diego Zoo
contains general information about brown bears including their diet, family life, and
conservation challenges.
National Geographic Kids: Brown Bears - This page has some information about brown
bear hibernation and raising cubs.
Brown Bears – This article from the U.S. National Park Service contains some general
information about brown bears as well as information on the unique attributes of brown
bears in different parts of the United States.

PHOTO CREDITS
All photos: Julie Larsen Maher/WCS, except page 4: Veronica Barnes/WCS
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APPENDIX: ACTIVITY MATERIALS
KWL Chart

Name: ________________________ Date:_______________

Topic: Brown Bears
K: What I Know

W: What I Want to Know

L: What I Learned

What I thought I knew… but now I learned otherwise!
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Persuasive Letter Pre-Writing Organizer
To help organize your thoughts, list the problems you see in the brown bear exhibit. Then, list
potential solutions. Circle the problem and solution you would like to address in the letter/email
to your zoo manager.

Problem
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