SAVING WILDLIFE
& WILD PLACES

WCS in Brussels
WCS opened an office in Brussels in 2011 to increase
our engagement with the European Union. We aim to
enhance our global conservation impact by influencing
the development and implementation of European Union
policies in line with our conservation objectives.
We are currently engaging with EU policymakers on
a number of important policy areas, which have a positive
impact on wildlife and wild places. These include, but are
not limited to:

Wildlife Conservation Society
1.

Combatting wildlife trafficking

2.

International wildlife trade and the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES)

3.

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals (CMS)

4.

Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), including the integration of biodiversity into EU
development aid policy and programmes

5.

Combatting tropical deforestation
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Wildlife Conservation Society

WCS Global Priority Regions

MISSION
WCS saves wildlife and wild places worldwide through
science, conservation action, education and inspiring people
to value nature.
VISION
WCS envisions a world where wildlife thrives in healthy lands
and seas, valued by societies that embrace and benefit from
the diversity and integrity of life on earth.
GOAL
WCS’s goal is to conserve the world’s largest wild places
in 16 priority regions, home to more than 50% of the
world’s biodiversity.
SOLUTIONS
To protect many of the world’s iconic species such as gorillas
in the Congo, tigers in Asia, Andean condors in South
America, and whales in the world’s great marine seascapes,
WCS works with governments and other partners to address
and implement various solutions such as:
•

Managing protected areas

•

Partnering with communities

•

Stopping illegal wildlife trade

•

Investigating the links between wildlife and
human health

•

Protecting oceans and fisheries

•

Engaging the private sector and business

•
•

UNMATCHED GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

RESULTS-DRIVEN

•

Over 300 conservation projects in nearly 60 countries

•

Managing wildlife and
minimizing threats

•

A voice in Washington, D.C., Brussels, and 45 national
offices around the world

Working with partners to conserve more than 5 million
km2 of wild places

•

Addressing climate change

•

3,700 staff globally, including 170 PhD conservationists

Hundreds of wildlife discoveries: new populations,
habitats and species

•

The greatest urban complex of wildlife parks in the
world, based in New York City, with 1,500 species:
Bronx Zoo, Central Park Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo,
Queens Zoo and New York Aquarium

•

Hundreds of firsts: first surveys of Asian pheasants,
Mountain gorillas and Serengeti lions; first wildlife
health programme; first jaguar conservation park

•

Leading the responses to diseases passed between
people and wildlife: Avian flu, Ebola and West Nile virus

•

Breeding and returning species to the wild, such as
Critically Endangered turtles, Chinese alligator and
Kihansi spray toad
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•

4.3 million zoo and aquarium visitors annually

•

More than 130,000 students and 1,200 teachers
each year in award-winning education programmes

